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A JOURNEY OF 
SERVING

STREET CHILDREN

In 1994 the journey of serving the street girls of Nairobi 
started. The Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC) 
found these girls furiously attacked by bitter side of life 
and robbed their dignity. Street life predisposed them 
to engage in begging for money and food early in life, 
plus taking glue – a common street drug – to pass time 
faster. Most girls left home because of violence, hunger, 
abusive life from relatives, or being forced by their 
parents or guardians into early prostitution or stealing. 
Other girls found themselves on streets of Nairobi after 
the death of their parents due to chronic diseases.
The journey for KELC on this noble assignment has 
been aimed at removing girls from the street, one at 
a time, so as to reduce prevalence of street families. 
Since then, KELC through Pangani Lutheran Children 
Centre (PLCC) has dignified the life of street children 
through education, counseling, medical care, positive 
approach for life through change of mind set, building 
positive self-esteem, value for life and firm established 
relationship with relatives. The PLCC has also supported 
the relatives of these children by providing business 
related courses and loans for the purpose of building 
a strong future for them with their parents or relatives.

“ WHOEVER       
WELCOMES        
ONE OF THESE 
LITTLE 
CHILDREN...”
Mark 9:37 
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Today, PLCC has just taken a fraction of so many children who are still lying on the road of poverty, economic and 
gender injustice, hunger, human trafficking, abuse, loneliness, homeless and confusion. On this road of life let us 
join PLCC and related humanitarian service providers to serve in this need and comply with what Jesus once said ‘I 
was hungry you gave me food, I was thirsty you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and 
you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison you visited me’ Mat. 25:35. PLCC is a church ministry of feeding, 
quenching the thirst of the needy, welcoming the strangers, clothing the naked, providing medical care for the sick, 
visiting and caring for the prisoners of poverty and injustice, and giving hope to the hopeless.
Happiness in life is both a human and divine right and it is the role of the church through PLCC to create an environment 
of ultimate smile for the needy and enable them to enjoy a meaningful life.
May God the Provider bless PLCC and all who are supporting the institution through prayers, financial and moral 
assistance.

                               Bishop Rev. Zachariah Kahuthu

THIS FAR HE HAS 
BROUGHT US

Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre (PLCC) is celebrating 
its Silver Jubilee of service in the community since its 
inception in 1994. Twenty six years ago, in one of the 
Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC) women 
general assembly  meeting  which was held in Malindi 
Lutheran Guest House, an idea to establish a Centre for 
street children in Nairobi was agreed upon.

The women coordinator by then, Ms Rut Abrahamson, 
started working on the agreement by sensitizing friends 
of KELC within and outside the church on the importance 
of reaching out to the destitute girls in the streets of 
Nairobi and the vital role they could play. The friends did 
a wonderful job in creating awareness on the problem of 
the street girls to their respective groups, churches and 
organizations. Those living in farming areas donated farm 
products; others donated clothes and the church partners 
in abroad, joined hands in making PLCC come this far.

At first it seemed impossible to have this project but 
through hard work and God’s help the impossible was 
made possible. Personally, because of this, I have come to 
learn that if one is waiting on God, she/he should do what 
waiters do! ‘Serve’ because hope and future are from God 
alone since then PLCC has played a big role in assisting 
young 

street girls to be given access to Education by providing 
school stationary, bus fare, food, school uniforms, 
medication and other necessities of a school going child.

Starting on a playing ground behind the Pangani 
house on chai road with 10 children, we are now able 
to accommodate 63 children while the rest stay with 
parents/guardians.  Today PLCC has 16 employees 
serving 121 children in three departments.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord…….plans to give you 
hope and a future” - Jeremiah 29:11
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As a team, we mainly focused on touching lives of those who had lost hope. As you read through this booklet, we have 
highlighted herein our journey through testimonies from the children and some of the staff who served/ are serving 
at PLCC. This booklet brings about good old days to vivid memory as we look forward to a wider growing service. 
The reality is that we could not have come this far without the funds we have received every year from friends/well-
wishers both local and international, as well as the hard work of each staff of PLCC, with whom we have invested 
time in sharing thoughts towards solutions of the day to day challenges we face at work. These, by God’s Grace, have 
enabled us achieve the project set objectives progressively to date.

One of the PLCC objectives is educating the girls up to the highest possible level – an objective which makes us 
nervous every end year. The reason of the nervousness is the very successful results in the Kenya Certificate  of 
Primary Education (KCPE) and Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education ( KCSE) that some of the PLCC girls have 
shown for the last three years. With the joy came also the worry on how to finance the further studies of these girls. 
Some of the girls who did very well in their respective examinations are orphans and have no relatives to support 
them. Several who come from single parented families which cannot be relied on because of drug addiction, alcohol 
abuse, and even being too sick to work. Up to now, PLCC has been covering the college fees plus boarding expenses, 
and their relatives paid for the other costs. The children category mentioned above depend completely on PLCC’s 
support. As their studies come with high costs, it also poses for PLCC a big challenge to finance their education to 
the highest level possible.
 
In heart felt appreciation to you dear sisters and brothers in Christ, in this year 2019 when we look back through 
a journey of 25 years of waiting upon the Lord while serving, what we can say is “Ebenezer” –this far the Lord has 
brought us!

                       Mary Mshana
                    Director, PLCC

It’s in 1999 in the slum of Mathare valley, the second biggest slum 
in Kenya. It was also three years since my mother died.
About my father, don’t ask. I never saw nor knew him. Hence, 
that means I was a nine years old total orphan girl. My life was a 
tragedy and so messed up. Being brought up by my grandmother, 
who was also a single mother of about eight kids adds salt to the 
injury. She was more confused than my life was; I was an extra 
burden in her life. Thinking of feeding us, leave alone educating us, 
drove her crazy! And so we had to opt for the streets. Begging for 
money and food in the streets of Nairobi became the norm. During the day we would beg then 
in the evening retreat to our marshy, bending, almost falling house that we called home! Life 
was both hard and difficult. Each day was a struggle. When she was still thinking of how we 
could access education, through a neighbor she learned of an organization with a big heart for 
street and orphan girls.
At once, she was on the streets of Eastleigh in search of the place, holding my little hand. 
Then, it was no longer a rumor; we were right in front of a big church made of fine well painted 
wood. It was where Pangani Lutheran Children Centre (PLCC) was situated!
This is the point at which my life took a positive turn! This is where I would be fed physically, 
mentally and spiritually. It was where my perspective about life changed; it was where my lost 
hope was found!
The independent woman I am today, the English language I’m using to write down this story, 
the firm mature decisions I make about my life, I owe it all to PLCC!
Mum Mary Mshana, teacher Claudia, Margit Killian (mama Simon), the rest of PLCC managing 
fraternity, my former teachers and mentors, any donor who made any kind of support, I can’t 
thank all of you enough! Receive my appreciation in bundles! May God greatly bless you all for 
the roles you played to make such a positive impact in my life!!

ESTHER NJOKI - FORMER GIRL
“A big heart for street children”
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I came to know about PLCC in 1998. There was this social worker who 
used to come to our slum in Korogocho and encouraged us how going 
to school is good and learning is good for our better tomorrow. Some 
of us used to go to town and beg people for money or pick pocket them. 
She did not give up. With time, we accepted and went with her to the 
center. That was when we were encouraged, given new clothes, and 
within three months we were taken to primary school. I thank God for 
this far because within the many girls who were taken in by the center, 
I was able to have access to education that saw me go up to college. 
During those years, some of my friends went back to the streets, but I 
praise God for this far He has brought me. Long live the center!  It has 
raised many girls out there who are orphaned and others with single 
parents without jobs to cater for their children. Up to now, I am very 
grateful.

I also praise God for the center for the fact that they saw the potential 
with many of us girls. The Center brought to us a drama teacher who 
used to teach and equip us in drama/ acting, dance and choral verses. 
Whenever we had visitors, we would dance and perform skits and plays 
to entertain them. We visited many good places. I remember we even 
danced for our second president in Machakos – Mzee Moi. We even 
forgot that we used to sniff glue, begging in the streets! All praises to 
God and heartfelt gratitude to the Center. Love you mama Mary Mshana.

Mary Ndulo 

“We conclude therefore that a Christian does not live in 
himself, but in Christ, and in the neighbor, or else is no 
Christian; in Christ by faith, in the neighbor by love. By 

faith the person is carried upwards above himself to God, 
and by love he sinks back below himself to his neighbor 
…” (Dk. Martin Luther, `Freedom of a christian´, 1520)

This quote of Dr. Martin Luther is soon 500 years old. 
Exactly in 1520 it was published in his book `On the 
Freedom of a Christian´ which is today often seen as one 
of the clearest and most influential statements of the early 
Protestant reformers movement.This idea, that by faith a 

Christian is carried upwards above himself to God and 
by love a person sinks back below himself, but to his 
neighbor has inspired millions of Christians all over 
the world since then. The universal gospel of Christ, 
understood in that context, includes that faith to God 
and love to our neighbor are elemental ingredients of 
each Christian life. Out of both, the faith to God and 
the love to our human fellows each diaconal action, as 
a service to people in need, is born.

Of course in church history each generation of 
believers always had to contextualize in their times 
and in their societies how to live their faith and what 
kind of diaconal service is most urgent.
It is with great joy to recognize that 25 years ago, 
in the year 1994, brave and visionary women of the 
Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC) started 
their service to support girls in need, living without 
sufficient shelter on the streets of Nairobi, by creating 
Pangani Lutheran Children Centre (PLCC). It must 
have been open eyes and open hearts which made 
the KELC women realize that such an engagement is 
needed.
As a member of the worldwide family of churches our 
Centre Mission EineWelt, on behalf of the Evangelical-
Lutheran Church in Bavaria, fosters relations to 22 
Lutheran churches all over the world. We are very 
proud to count among those partners the Kenya 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC) and the Pangani 
Lutheran Children Centre (PLCC).

PRAISE TO YOU GOD

MISSION ONEWORLD 
‘Faith to God and love to our neighbor’
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As published in the guiding principles of Mission OneWorld we feel that “we are called by God into his mission and we 
encourage others to bear witness to Jesus Christ’s message of faith, hope, and love”. Furthermore we “are especially 
engaged in enabling women, men and children to live in dignity and freedom”. Looking at the activities offered at 
PLCC we clearly see that this is exactly what our sisters and brothers there are doing: Witnessing Christ and enable 
to live in dignity and freedom. Each person who ever had the chance to visit PLCC and to meet the girls there knows 
that some of these young women could change their life direction totally – literally, miracles happened. These stories 
of each single girl transforming, enabled and supported by PLCC staff, into a bright young woman has inspired many 
Christians all over the world and as well as in Bavaria.

Mission OneWorld and the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Bavaria are thankful, that it could walk “side by side” with 
PLCC in the past 25 years and to support its services by financial and personal support. For the future, we hope for 
ongoing good cooperation and wish Bishop Zachariah Kahuthu and all coworkers and members of KELC the very 
best. May our common Lord Jesus Christ bless all future PLCC actions. He himself told us “whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25: 40)

Claus Heim, Deacon
Regional Secretary for Kenya of Mission OneWorld / Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Bavaria

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to be included in the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Pangani 
Lutheran Children’s Center. Our interest in helping the children of Kenya started in 1988 during a visit to your 
country. I saw how the young girls were typically at a disadvantage relative to the male children. Many years later, 
while I was a member of the Social Ministry Committee of our church, The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Ellicott City, Maryland, we had the opportunity to provide additional support to other organizations. The girls in 
Kenya came immediately to mind.
Our associate Pastor, Gigie S. Grant knew Dr. Mammy who was the area director in Africa for the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) Global Mission. She asked him if he was aware of an organization in Africa that could 
use our help.  And he provided your contact information. This initial contact gave us the ability to help continue God’s 
work with your hands in Nairobi. As you mentioned, we have been able to do this for 12 years. With God’s help and 
blessings, we pray we will be able to continue our support in the future.
Thank you for all you do to provide opportunity, support, and love to the girls in Nairobi.

                            Blessing and Peace,
                                Frank W. Palulis

 ELCA - 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH ILLIOT CITY

Rev. Reinhard Hansen - Former Regional Secretary for Kenya Mission One World ; Secretary, Africa Desk
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What an anniversary! Congratulations to 25 years 
of great work. For us as the Lutheran Stadtkirchen 
-Gemeinde in Hersbruck - a church in the center of our 
medieval town of Hersbruck in Bavaria – we are glad to 
celebrate 20 years of cooperation with the PLCC. It was 
real joy to see a positive development and ever growing 
success in your project. For us it all started with a 
bazaar, where locals sell their handicraft, needlework, 
and cakes. The fee they pay for the organization of this 
bazaar plus the entrance fees go to the PLCC. Many 
donations as well as the offerings on Christmas Eve 
helped to invite more girls from Nairobi´s streets to 
stay at the PLCC. The standards in school and teaching 
have been so much improved these last years. 
After so many years of cooperation and friendship it 

was high time to visit the PLCC. In 2013 a delegation of 8 
members of our church travelled to Nairobi together with 
Claudia and Friedrich Heiss and stayed at the center with 
the girls for 9 days. We were glad to greet a group of 4 
people from the PLCC two years later and in the meantime 
a second visit to Nairobi has taken place. 
We sell products from Kenya and especially woven articles 
from PAWENA weaver on many occasions in our church. 
We have a supporting group of several people who collect 
and spread the latest news about “our girls”. 
Finally our attempts to have a girl from the PLCC stay in 
our Lutheran Kindergarten was greeted with success: Leah 
Kavuli has been working in our Kindergarten since July now 
and will stay for some more months. She was educated in 
Ongata Rongai and already worked there. Thus we are able 
to deepen our friendship even more.
Seeing the story of PLCC and the blessings done to so 
many girls during the years we want to congratulate the 
PLCC from the bottom of our hearts. May joy, success, 
friendship and the blessings of our Lord always be with 
you! We pray for you - for those who are responsible, for 
the girls and for everybody involved in the project. You all 
are close to our hearts in Hersbruck.

Best regards and love,
                       Ger Wittich Hahn, Silke Igel & Sabine Knodt

BLESSED PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PLCC 
Hersbruck

Hello! It’s really a great privilege to be part of P.L.C.C since the year 
2000. No words can really completely capture the joyous feeling 
in my heart when I think of how P.L.C.C. has benefited so many 
hundreds of girls these past years. I have received the greatest 
benefit of anything I can imagine, significantly my studies. From a 
street girl to a well ideal teacher, I can proudly say I am a teacher 
at heart :-). I cannot imagine any possible way to truly express my 
thanks to all P.L.C.C. well-wishers who sponsored my education and 
everything else about me. I truly appreciate you. Claudia Heiss how 
can we ever thank you enough for all you’ve done? You have been 
extremely supportive and always been there for us. We’re forever 
grateful. Thank you everyone, and most of all thanks to my Director 
Mary Mshana. I may not ever be able to say or show this enough to 
you but thank you so much for your kindness and opening my eyes 
and mind to the true meaning and purpose of my life, just to mention 
a few. I am forever indebted to you all. You are my true blessing and 

inspiration.

With Love,
Lea Kavuli

FROM A STREET GIRL TO A WELL 
IDEAL TEACHER
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Dear friends at PLCC,

the Kirchenkreis Niederberg sends you cordial 
congratulations for your 25 years silver jubilee. In the 
year 2005 a delegation from Niederberg got to know 
PLCC´s wonderful work wirh and for the girls from 
the slums.  Already at that time your loving care for the 
children impressed us deeply and has led us up to now to 

support you and your marvellous work.

We could experience that every year you have brought gils 
from the slums to the centre, that you have taken care 
af them medically anf that you have given them a new 
perspektive for their lives.

From afar and by visiting you regularly we watches with 
great respect and joy the continous growing of the project.
At Ongata Rongai you have created an additional possibility 
to give the girls a secure home.
By buiding the Maalum Lutheran School at Ongata Rongai 
you have given those girls an opportunity to get a good 
education who otherwise would have no chance in the 
`normal schoolsystem´.

With joy we also think back at the big festival at Ongata 
Rongai in the year 2016 when we celebrated the 70th 
birthday of Heike Laukötter.  This event brought together 
many people from Kelc and the partners.  Accompanied by 
loud music there was dancing, singing and laughter.  The 
staff and the children showed us all a fantastic program 
and the guests were delighted.  But before everybody 
could eat one´s fill at the rich buffet, 70 trees donated by 
Heike Laukötter were planted by the children, guardians 
and guests.  With good care these trees will give shade 
and fruits in the future.
For the future we wish for PLCC that God will hold his 
protecting hands over this project and its people and that 
he will inspire more and more people to accompany and 
support your wonderful work.
                   With cordial solidarity,
     Kirchenkreis Niederberg

When I joined Pangani Lutheran children Centre at a tender age, I 
was enrolled in pre-school as a day scholar. After completing my 
pre-school, I moved to Pumwani Primary School in class one. My 
mother passed away while I was in class 3, at which point PLCC 
transferred me on boarding basis. PLCC provided me with basic 
needs thus creating a conducive environment for my learning. This 
in turn enabled me to perform well in my final primary school exams 
Kenya Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE).

I joined high school and PLCC continued to support me by paying 
for my school fees and other needs in high school. PLCC used to 
make visits to check on my academic progress which really motivated 
me. After completing my (Kenya certificate of Secondary Educatio 
(KCSE) in 2013, I worked as a volunteer at PLCC before joining 
college.

I graduated with ECDE from premise early childhood Montessori 
College which laid a foundation for my professional career. Currently, 
I’m working as a teacher at leadership academy in Ongata Rongai.
I would like to thank the entire team of PLCC for who I am today. 
They’ve instilled moral values in me like being responsible, respectful, 
God fearing and leadership qualities. I appreciate. Thanks a lot!

    Beatrice Wanjiru

CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR 
MY LEARNING

YOUR WONDERFUL 
WORK 
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My name is Margaret, I am twelve (12) years old and I’m 
in class four. I joined PLCC in the year 2013. I go to 

Juja Road Primary School. My life in PLCC has been good 

because it is providing for my education. My fellow girls also 

help me whenever I need help from them like my homework. 

My life has changed for the better here at PLCC. My life 

will be better since God has taken good care of me. He has 

helped and protected my family and I thank God for that. 

If I was given a chance to change something in my life, I 

would change my character and become a good girl.

‘ I want to be a Good Girl’

• We are committed in helping the vulnerable children have a brighter future by supporting 
their education.

• We are committed in building self-awareness in the lives of the children by teaching them 
discipline and responsibility

• We are committed in helping the children develop their God given talents to be able to live 
according to God’s plan, to act as honest and appreciative people in the community.

CORE VALUES

Vision: That all girls develop their God given talents 
to be able to live according to God’s plan and 
take over their responsibility to act as honest and 
contributing people in the community

Mission:   PLCC creates an environment conducive 
to offer all registered girls what they need to 
grow into a fulfilled life, through rehabilitation by 
involving them in transformation of their lives and 
reuniting them with their parents / guardians.

• Each year at least ten girls are brought in to the 
center from the streets of City and its environs

• The PLCC staff occationaly participate in 
number of meetings and forums that adress 
children rights and protections 

• Every year we hold  for day camp.The registered 
children spend time together with volunteers 
as a big PLCC family. They also go outside the 
camping place for games and site seeing.

• The children participate in the life of the church, 
they sing in the congregation where they attend 
and those who attend comfirmation classes are 
confirmed after two years of learning.

• We invite internship students from different 

• Every December we organize for a Christmas 
party for all the girls. In some years we also 
invite the former girls with their families.

• We have maintained visitation to schools 
and homes  so as to monitor learning and 
attendence progress of the girls.

• The children have a day for environment care 
where they dig and plant  trees and flowers 
under the supervision of the caretaker and 
the social worker on duty.

• The Maalum School pupils go swimming 
on Fridays if the weather is not too cold.To 
some children it is an activity they enjoy very 
much.

• During holidays we invite two proffessional 
community workers  to speak to the teens 
on the topic of the children’s choice.

• All the staff go for a day retreat.This gives 
them a chance to bond through sharing of 
meals and site seeing.

• Occassionally we receive groups of people 
local and International  visit PLCC to share 
their talents,  and some to  celebrate their 
anniversaries, birthdays with the children

PLCC’S VISION AND MISSION 
STATEMENTS

ACTIVITIES

universities.The students are expected with 
their respetive Univeristies to work for 
seven weeks and are very useful in teaching                                                  
in the informal classes and counseling.
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I wish I could help 
all the street children

25 years! In the name of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Northern Germany and the Center for Global Ministries 
and Ecumenical Relations (ZMOe) I would like to send our heartfelt congratulations to PLCC and to the whole of 
KELC on the occasion of this Silver Jubelee! Congratulations for doing such a great job in helping children and giving 
them hope for a better future! So many lives have been changed for the better! So many girls have got the chance to 
find a new home, to receive love and shelter, to get medical help and to go back to school!
I visited PLCC in 2002 when I was in Kenya for the first time, and that was a very important experience for me. And 
so much has happened since that time! It is very impressive how much the PLCC has grown and continues to grow 
to help more and more children and to also improve the help given to them. May God guide all the decisions that are 
being taken in the further development of the project and help you to raise the funds necessary! May the network of 
those who are supporting the work of PLCC continue to grow and remain strong in the love of those who are in need!
I am very thankful that many young volunteers sent out from our church had the chance to work with the PLCC in the 
past. I am sure that their lives were also changed by the time they spent with the girls of PLCC! They got a completely 
new perspective on the world and a new understanding of what is really important in life. I hope it will be possible 
again in the future to send volunteers to PLCC from our church, when the safety situation in Nairobi has improved!
I wish the PLCC God’s blessing for the next 25 years: Endurance, strength and wisdom to the staff and all those 
supporting the project; love, hope and happiness to the children, that they will be able to realize their dreams and that 
their lives will get better and better. Mungu awabariki sana

Pastor Katharina Davis

25 Years !!!

Africa Desk, ZMOe

Blessing children during the Notburga house opening ceremony in October 2010 - From Left Rev. Bishop Zacha-
riah Kahuthu, Re. Andrew Hinderlie, Rev. Reinhard Hansen, Rev. Benyam Kassahun, Pastor Stephan Block, Rev. 
Volker Schauer

The books of accounts and all documents relating thereto of the Centre are available for 
inspection by both external and internal auditors.  An external audit is done annually.

We have been and shall continue sending annual reports to the donors and Joint Meeting 
Committee Kenya Members on the amount received and how the donations were used annually.
PLCC been a non-profit making project, it will remain to rely on financial support in order to 
achieve the set goals. 

The international well-wishers showing interest in our service is a big motivation to all the staff 
at PLCC and to the church in general. Through public relations and personal contacts the number 
of partners and individual well-wishers/friends interested in the PLCC mission remains steady.
The situation has remained that 97% of the PLCC`s work is financed by donations from the USA 
and Germany. 3% could be made partly by takings from projects owned by the PLCC, partly from 
donors and parishes within Kenya

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
(Assurance to use the funds for the dedicated purposes)

1 Corinthians 4:2 „Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be  
found trustworthy.“
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I wish I could 
see my mother

My name is Veronica and I am nineteen years old. I joined Pangani 
Lutheran children Centre in 2004. Previously, I was living with my 
mother in one of the slums in Nairobi. My mother was a single 
mother and jobless so it was very hard to raise my school fees. 
Due to this, she got involved in selling of bhang as a business at 
least to cater for our basic needs. The business is illegal: one day 
she was arrested and jailed for five years.
Life was not easy during this time since sometime I would go 
without food, sleeping outside while it was raining, with no one 
responsible to take care of me. After my mother was released 
from jail, we stayed together for some time. However, we were 
thrown out by the landlord for not paying house rent for months. 
We were forced to go to the streets and endure the hard life of the 
homeless. I was good at begging for money from the passers-by. 
Some were cruel to a point of insulting me and others were very 
kind to the extent of offering me food.

In 2010, PLCC opened a new branch in Ongata Rongai and I 
was lucky to be accommodated there as one of the oldest girls. I 
joined Olekasasi Primary School in class four. In 2013 my mother 
died. This was the hardest thing that had ever happened in my life 
because she was the only family I had.
As an orphan, it was only the encouragements from friends and 
teachers, which enabled me to overcome the grief and move on with 
life. In my Kenya Certificate of Primary Education examination, I 
scored 337 marks out of 500 marks.

The marks qualified me to join one of the best National Secondary 

schools in the country. My dream of joining a national school came true. By the Grace of God, 
my High school life was very good since both teachers and my school mates were very friendly 
to me. This created a good environment for me to work harder on my studies.
In December 2018, I sat for my Secondary National examination and scored a B-. This made 
me so happy since I qualified to join a Public University come September this year.

Since my childhood, I wanted to become a lawyer. The reason behind this has been to stand 
for the poor women and children living in the slums. Violence against women and rape cases 
of children will be my area of concentration in my career. I believe that God has given me a 
heart of taking challenges positively and making them as a stepping stone for my achievement. 
He is going to take me through my University studies with best results.

To all those who are supporting PLCC, accept my heartfelt appreciation. It is because of your 
giving that has made me who I am today. Though I do not have a family to go to during 
holidays yet, I count the life I live at PLCC a God given family so I do not take it for granted.

God Bless PLCC !!

IT IS BECAUSE OF YOUR GIVING
Veronica Awino
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ABGESCHLOSSENE BAUVORHABEN JAHR BETRAG IN  (KES)

ERWERB DES GRUNDSTÜCKS 2000 2,630,405
EINFRIEDUNG UND HAUSMEISTERWOHNUNG 2002 2,196,850

TIEFBOHRUNG FÜR DIE WASSERVERSORGUNG 2008 2,014,370

BAUPLANUNG UND -GENEHMIGUNG 2009 725,000

WASSERHOCHTANK 2009 993,888

MÄDCHENWOHNEINHEITEN 2010 23,500,000

GÄSTE/FREIWILLIGENHAUS 2012 9,725,949

SCHULHAUS 2015 14,345,849

MITARBEITERDOPPELHAUS 2017 9,050,192

BIOLOGISCHE KLÄRANLAGE 2017 702,760

At the Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre, the girls are 
given the first priority. Everything is about their well-
being. This is what the staff strive for, day by day. The 
various main tasks require a good cooperation for the 
benefit of the girls and development of the institution. 
For these to be financed, there needs to be a close 
connection with all those who contribute towards 
supporting the project.
Between the year 2004 to 2010 while in Kenya, and 
thereafter up to 2015 in which I had two annual stays 
there, it was my task to maintain the communication 
within the team and externally to the donors. 
Nevertheless, I can still be contacted to date.

The communication to you (the friends in the German-
speaking countries), has been so far free of any stumbling 
blocks; as I be open and honest about the agenda in the 
PLCC to date. One tells success messages gladly: “Hakuna 
matata” - no problem. They motivate them to stay focused 
and give reassurance that they are doing the right thing. 
The problems and setbacks, delays or failures require trust 
and understanding, which we will only achieve if we treat 
each other in an open and honest manner and if, for all of 
us, the well-being of the girls is given priority.

Collaboration within the team also succeeds if we 
exchange views openly and honestly. It is about talking 
to each other than talking about each other. I was able 
to experience that during my full-time job at the PLCC. 
It took a while until trust grew. Therefore, over the years, 
we have become a strong team. I would like to thank 
everybody for this, from the bottom of my heart. I would 
also like to thank my colleagues for everything I have 
learned from them: The endless patience with girls; when 
their academic performance drops - again and again a 
new chance, again and again admonitions and teachings - 
until the crisis is over; the hope of - in my judgment - the 
impossible, and the trust that God can provide it; the calm 
and serenity with which you hold to a goal; and always the 
great patience, even sometimes with difficult parents and 
colleagues.

I have so far not finished learning to understand what one 
says or does not say and what it means.  When translating 
texts, for example, I often ask myself the question: What 
are you telling us? I try to put myself into this other way of 

OPEN AND HONEST

We have completed phase 1 of the 4 phases plan to develop the program. Phase one comprises of 
1st girls’ cottage (4 houses, 12 girls each and house mother; accommodating 48 girls), 5 classrooms 
(special class and nursery) and 2 staff houses. And the progress is as follows:

DEVELOPMENT OF ONGATA RONGAI PLOT
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PLCC team building activities - Thika, 2009

communication, where you don’t say freely and relatively  clearly what you think, feel, where you see problems, 
what has hurt you, what makes you  happy. I myself, on the other hand, can be read as in an open book. That’s why 
Mary once called me innocent – ingenuous, unsuspecting - what is Mary’s best guess? How often have I stepped on 
someone’s toes because I said what shouldn’t be said? How often was I hurtful because I burst out with my opinion 
that nobody wanted to hear?
I know that I have been forgiven for many things and I am grateful for the (fool’s) freedom that is granted to us as 
a mzungu (fair-skinned man from Europe who does amazing things). The freedom of speech has also done good. 
In some situations, misunderstandings could be dispelled, new beginnings became possible, cooperation bore fruit, 
reservations and fears could be put aside, trust could be built up, open talks could be held.

I still feel the love for PLCC to this day, the well-being of the PLCC family is still close to my heart. My fellow 
campaigners probably felt the same! That’s why they let me talk, that’s why they tolerated when I sometimes got 
carried away, and that’s why trusting relationships developed.

I thank God for the way I was allowed to be part of this family and I wish all the girls, the staff and the committee 
mutual trust, open ears and open speech and the love that turns everything for the better.

                                 Claudia Heiss

The idea to start the school was due to the academic back grounds of the children that get 
admission in PLCC. Some of these children either had gone to school for a short time and 
dropped out of school and went to the streets or had never gone to school at all before joining 
PLCC. For those who had not gone to school, most of the time they will be above the age of 
starting school. This becomes a big issue when they get admitted to regular schools after 
the one year rehabilitation and informal education program at the Centre. This is because of 
the age differences, whereby, our girls are put in the same grade with children who are much 
younger than them. This ended up lowering their self-esteem. Also, due to their unstable 
academic back ground, they will struggle a lot to catch up with the rest of their class mates, 
which unfortunately they cannot achieve, given the large numbers of pupils per class in the 
public schools. Thus, no individual teacher attention can be given to such children. In addition 

MAALUM LUTHERAN SCHOOL
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I wish God 

could 

help my 

grandmot
her 

to see

to these, it was envisaged that the school can be an income generating investment whereby children 
from the surrounding community can be enrolled and pay school fee, which will in return help in 
running the school.
In order to achieve the first objective, the school was supposed to use a different pedagogical 
approach in order to meet the needs of these particular children. Thus MGML (multi-grade multi-level) 
methodology was identified as the most suitable methodology to be applied in the school. Therefore, 
first and foremost, there was need to train teachers on this methodology, which was done to the 
teachers who were available by then. The training was done through workshops by experts from the 
University of Regensburg, Germany under the sponsorship of Mission One World. The training had 
two components: teacher training and material preparation.
After the training, the school was started with first enrolment being PLCC children who were facing the 
above mentioned difficulties in the regular public primary schools withdrawn from different grades. 
They were 12 children from different grades ranging from grade 1 to 6 in a single class room. As it 
were, the MGML methodology could have been helpful in this situation. However, it proved difficult to 
implement the methodology due to unavailability of enough MGML material. We realized that it was 
going to take several years to prepare materials for every subject in the different grades. This made us 
to review the decision of withdrawing the children from the regular schools to Maalum school. It was 
decided that the 12 children be taken back to the regular schools as we embark on enough material 
production before implementing the methodology. Since the school had already been established, a 
decision was made to have pre-primary school started and to gradually progress to primary grades, 
one after another, using the regular methodology, as MGML material production goes on. This is what 
is happening to date and we are currently in grade one.
However, there still remain a lot of challenges to overcome. The first challenge was to redo the 
already made materials in order to be relevant with changed curriculum. This led to a lot of material 
being wasted. Second, there are no enough teachers to work on the materials and teach at the same 
time; hence, material production is very slow. There is also a challenge of getting children to join the 
school from outside PLCC due to a number of unresolved issues. Some of these include the means 
of transportation of the said children to and from the school, in which case a school bus is needed. 
There is also the issue of school feeding program that needs to be in place for these children, as well 
as teachers to have tea and lunch at the school. All these require a lot of financial resources, which are 
not available.

Though PLCC has not had a permanent sponsor since 
its inception, all through we have been operating 
with the help of well-wishers who do not promise 
the direction of their support in the following year. 
We have been trying to acquire donors who make 
a promise for a continuing support and as a result 
there has been a growth in the friends/well-wishers 
list. 

By faith that our PLCC friends shall continue holding 
hands with us as our annual financial audits have 
reflected growth, the work has shown encouraging 
achievements.
• Some of the achievements are:
• Bring the number of school drop out to zero.
• Having a school within the program which is a 

relief to some girls who had learning difficulties 
in our regular primary schools.

• In the recent past we have recorded an increased 
number of girls joining secondary schools and 
college/university after successfully completing 
their Primary and Secondary National 
examinations respectively.

• We visited the street families and managed to 
rescue 8-10 street girls every year.

• Rehabilitated the less fortunate girls by 
supporting them through informal education 
and providing support in terms of feeding 
whereby all the admitted girls had meals;

• The health of the girls through arrangement 
with hospitals, health centers and counseling 
has been taken care of by the Centre;

• We reintegrated children back to their 
family unit and to schools respectively while 
supporting  the recognized special needy 
cases occasionally by providing them with 
food, medical care and clothing.

• Parents/guardians empowerment through 
seminars on small scale business and 
healthy living was done successfully.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Ronald Bosire
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My name is Christine I am eighteen (18) years old. I school in Juja 
Road Primary and I am in class eight (8). I got admitted at PLCC in 
the year 2013, the feeling was good. Before I came to PLCC, I wasn’t 
attending school. I therefore was put in rehabilitation whereby 
teacher Daisy and the two volunteers (Johannah and Jacky) were my 
teachers. They were all good to me and the other girls with whom 
I joined PLCC. I had high hopes my life would become better than 
what it was. After one year of rehabilitation, I was taken to Juja Road 
Primary School where I joined class three. In class three, I wasn’t 
dedicated to school work. This made me perform poorly, but when I 
joined class four, I had a change of mind and I started putting more 
effort in class work. My hard work has always yielded fruits since 
in every exam that we do, I see an improvement in my performance. 
Some of the matrons we’ve had in Pangani house have been good to 
me as they coach and help me do my homework and the  other girls 
have been good as well.
If I was not in PLCC, I guess I would have gotten pregnant due to 
bad influence from peers. I would not have gotten the chance to get 
education and I also would not be getting enough food because of 
the condition at home.
PLCC has benefited my life in these areas: education, shelter and 
different activities like the ones we have when we go for camps.  At 
PLCC, I know my future is brighter and better.

MY FUTURE IS BIGGER AND BETTER

Christine Nyambura

Having worked in PLCC education department for more than ten 
years now, I have been a witness to tremendous transformations 
of street children (girls) from being “the dirty small child aged five 
years”, into being responsible young adults. The beautiful part of it is 
being involved in this process! There is nothing more satisfying than 
to see these children’s academic journey, right from the time they are 
admitted into the Centre; when they join the informal class, to the time 
such as now when some of them have been able to join universities. 
Glory be to God who causes this to happen, and God bless the hands 
that give towards this course.  

Ronald Bosire

I AM A WITNESS
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1994 2004 2014 2019

AUFGENOMMENE KINDER 21 83 120 121

BILDUNGSEINRICHTUNGEN:

            Informeller Unterricht 10 23 11 8

            Kindergarten 0 1 9 4

            Primarschule (Kl. 1-8) 0 44 73 67

            Sekundarschule (Kl. 9-12) 0 4 22 28

            Berufliche Ausbildung 0 4 2 4

            Universität / College 0 1 1 10

VORZEITIG AUSGESCHIEDEN 11 6 2 0

I wish God 
could heal my 
grandmother

Information about number of children enrolled  in the years PANGANI LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE HISTORY

The KELC women general assembly held in Malindi Lutheran guest 
house  agreed upon establishing a center for street children under the 
women coordinator Ruth Abrahamson.
Pangani House (Eastleigh, Chai Road, Nairobi) is dedicated to the 
PLCC by KELC
PLCC Committee first meeting

Started giving children bread and milk

Starting informal education in Mathare church
German volunteers stay for three months at PLCC, program of NMZ 
Church Hamburg, 

First girls admitted to public schools. PLCC covers school fees plus all 
cost regarding to schooling

February, 27; PLCC registration (Kenya register of societies)
PLCC office at KELC Headoffice .
16  girls move into Pangani house.

PLCC newsletter ,‘A friend in need is a friend in deed.‘
50 girls are registered.

Purchase of the plot in Ole Kasasi,Ongata Rongai

PLCC starts with seminars for parents/guardians

First PLCC girl in Secondary School

First PLCC girl in Vocational training
Supporting elder siblings to PLCC registered orphan

1993   

1994  
1995  

1996

1997

1998

2000
2001
2002
2003
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“Dear Ronja, we learn so many things in life, and it is really strange/ interesting which ones we remember from who 
taught us.”
This was the first sentence of an email which I was sent by my former mentor Claudia Heiss while being in contact 
about this article. I had written that it is a funny coincidence to hear right now from her, for shortly I had shown 
someone her trick with wriggled carrots in the water. Of course during my voluntary service at PLCC I learnt more 
from PLCC and the people I met than how to get wriggled carrots crispy. For example, the wonderful expression, 
“pole”. Even if I am presumably not able to describe the meaning of “pole” sufficiently, and using it here in Germany 
even irritating people because of our neighbors, the “Pole‘s (in German sing. “Pole”) - I can tell the meaning and it still 
enables me to express my sincere feelings and sympathy.

My time in Kenya from 2009 to 2010 had also taught me patience and another attitude towards time. To date I love 

FLASHBACKS  INTO 
MY CURRENT FUTURE

The Pawena weaving workshop opens and trains Monicah Wangare, a 
sister to one of the PLCC girls, in weaving.

PLCC newsletter available in German language

Number of registered girls above 100, since then PLCC keeps the 
number at +/- 115  girls 
Church in Hamburg and  Mission Worldwide volunteers join PLCC

PLCC introduces its logo. 
First girl admitted in college
 .
March, 30; groundbreaking for Notburga House
October, 5; opening of Notburga House with JMCK partners and 
guestes
January, 1; Forty eight girls move into Notburga House
Guesthouse building

June; launching PLCC websites
Opening the guesthouse and wellcoming a delegation of eight from 
Hersbruck

Hersbruck Stadtkirchengemeinde and PLCC fix their partnership 
officially
After six years of fruitful commitment MEW and ZMOe stop sending 
weltwärts  
July; four PLCC (Mary Mshana, Ronald Bosire, Rose Kemunto, Susan 
Gatonga) staff visiting Hersbruck Stadtkirchengemeinde
Maalum Lutheran School building
Maalum Lutheran School starts with MultiGradeMultiLevel
Staff house building 
First PLCC girl admitted in University

July; Leah Kavuli (a former PLCC girl and by then staff) volunteers at 
Hersbruck Kindergarten, Bavaria, Germany

2005

2006
2008

2009

2010
2011
2012

2013

2014

2015

2016
2018
2019
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to cite the Kiswahili rhyming saying “haraka, haraka haina baraka“, meaning 
“Rushing has no blessing“. However I don’t use it in the prejudiced context 
of being late, but when I am of the opinion that it is wise not to act with 
great haste or when I find myself being subject to the pressure of this 
fast-moving and efficiency orientated society. Then I sometimes ask 
myself where we head to and I question once again key concepts such as 
“Development Volunteers service”, particularly in regards to the countries 
to which young people were and are sent as “weltwaerts” volunteers.
It’s however clear that I have developed myself into a more critical, more 
political and more grateful person! In this sense my sincere “Asante sana“ 
to PLCC and best wishes for the future. May you be able to shape many 
more people sustainably and positively like me!

                                                                                                                   With Love, 
                     Ronja Klauschke

My name is Lucy I am 23 years old and a nurse by profession. I work 
in one of the best hospitals in Kenya. I am a beneficiary from Pangani 
Lutheran Children Centre, where I joined when I was only 5 years old. 
This was after the death of my mother and the financial constrains 
that faced my family thereafter.  The only option left was begging 
in the streets of Nairobi for me to get something to eat. Street life 
is never easy as I was faced with many challenges like abuse, but 
sometimes it was the only option left for me to survive. Sleeping in 
the street, cold weather at night, no food and bad clothing were  part 
of the things I used to take as normal as I was not aware of any other 
place to call home other than to thrive in that environment. This was 
before I met with a good Samaritan who took me to the children’s 
Home. Coping with street life for me was easy since I would prefer 
begging in the street to have food other than any other thing that I 
would have considered of much importance in life like good health 
and education.
Many children are excited to join school. My case however was 
different since I had already adopted the street life and coping 
in the children home was not a smooth path for me. One year of 
rehabilitation, learning the Godly manner and a firm Christian 
background was instilled in me and I can testify to this – that joining 
Pangani Lutheran Children Centre was not only a benefit to me in my 
academics but also it was to model me to whom I have become today 
and still thriving to becoming the best in future.
I joined the Centre and after one year of rehabilitation, I was taken 
to a school where I began my primary school life.  After 10 years of 
primary school, I was lucky to join one of the best secondary schools 

STREET LIFE WAS THE ONLY OPTION

Lucy Wangari

I wish my mother could go 
far away from the street
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in Nairobi. By then I had already known what I wanted to pursue as my career goal and my 
slogan was always working beyond the limits. I would see myself becoming the doctor I always 
wished to be! I worked extra hard to bring this victory home of become a pediatrician. However, 
things didn’t go as I desired. I never managed to achieve my goal by the time I was sitting 
for my form four exams. I lost hope but still the future was so promising and giving up never 
existed in my bank of thoughts. I opted to do nursing since it is related with my dream career 
in providing service to humanity and taking care of God’s creation. I pursued the 3 years course 
and graduated as the best student nurse year 2017.

Upon all this I can tell that joining PLCC was a transformation in my life as I can’t figure out 
where I would be. I still have big dreams other than just being a diploma holder in nursing, but 
to continue till I become a doctor as it was my childhood dream and still is till now.

My prayer is to those who in one way or another supported the work of PLCC and because of 
their support I and many others girls who went through PLCC found meaning in life. May the 
God of all creation bless you abundantly.

The twenty five years of service has not been  a 
simple journey. We have been struggling so much 
with insufficient financial resources leading to lack 
of enough funds to meet the high demand of the 
needy children. Every year we turn away more than 
ten children who could qualify to benefit from the 
project and also not hiring more teachers and care 
givers that are qualified with fear that we may not 
be able to keep them. For the same purpose, it has 
been difficult to find people who are trained on how 
to care for children to work as house mothers or 
to help the children with homework in the evening 
after school.

On health matters, conditions of some of the girls 
have been faced with a lot of uncertainty. Some are 
on a very expensive medication program while some 
parents/guardians to the girls who use drugs come 
to the center completely drunkard hindering us from 
communicating with them issues concerning their 
children. As all the children we help at PLCC come 
from different slums in Nairobi, security for the 
social workers has been a major concern whenever 
there is a need to visit homes where most of the 
children come from.

Our work at PLCC could be more meaningful if we 
could talk with the parents/guardians about the 
progress of their children, but we have had cases of 
parents/guardians who refuse to let their children 

The PLCC future plans is to keep on striving to 
achieve the set goals, which is to enable children 
who pass through the program be self-reliant in 
life by developing their God given talents. This 
shall include planning for more meetings for the 
teenage girls, conducting seminars for the addicted 
parents /guardians to the registered children, and 
instill discipline and tenderness within the children 
through spiritual and social counseling in order to 
create hope, productivity and sustainability.
We also aim to continue to intensify means of 
getting funds to support the running budget through 
income generating activities. These are: the weaving 
project, farming, the guest house, Maalum Special 
school, the green house for vegetables, and to have 
a poultry project in the Ongata Rongai Centre for 
the children. 

We are excited with the direction the development 
of the Ongata Rongai is taking so it is in our future 
plan to continue developing the plot as per the 
master plan in phases depending on the availability 
of funds.

go to school, and when they are reported to the 
authorities, they relocate to a different slum after 
their children been admitted at the Centre. This has 
remained a bottle neck to the day to day activities, 
skewing the development of the child. 

CHALLENGES

FUTURE PLANS

Psalm 27:11, Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path...“
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The workshop gives opportunities to interested, talented young women to train and the products from 

this project are sold. Through the workshop, a mother to a PLCC girl got an employment and now she is 

able to provide her family with basic needs. In the past, her family had no income to put food on the table. 

But after being trained as a weaver from the year 2011, she has been weaving different products such 

as prayer stoles, table mats, place mats, table runners, vikoys, scarfs, etc. and now is the same person 

offering the training.

Besides weaving, we also make the school dresses for the PLCC girls who are joining primary schools. 

We appreciate those who lend a hand in supporting the workshop by buying our products. We plan for 

the project to expand and be able to generate more funds to help the activities going on at the Centre. 

Our main challenge is in fulfilling the needs of our customers at a profit though we try to focus on their 

needs. Another challenge is finding a reliable marketing for the products. The truth is that our marketing 

is very limited.

WEAVING WORKSHOP

Mary Mshana - Director, PLCC

I am Sr. Leonidah Nyechero; Franciscan Missionary 
sisters for Africa currently working in Wau diocese South 
Sudan as a missionary in the field of health department 
and in youth ministry. Before I joined religious life, I was 
working in Pangani Lutheran Children Center under the 
management of Mary Mshana as our director. I worked 
in Pangani Lutheran children Center for nine years from 
2002 to 2010 in various departments trying to empower 
the girls to know their roles in the society through 
engaging them in various capacity building activities.  
As a Matron at the same time, my area of work was 
to support the girls to become aware of their identity 
and help them experience the love of God in their lives. 
While doing my service in PLCC with love and passion, I 
felt a growing sense of wholeness about myself as I was 
bringing my life into line with the drift of my deep desires, 
God calling me for a special role in the church.  Then I 
started discerning and praying about it because I did not 
know leaving Pangani Lutheran Children Center was a 

good idea as PLCC to me it was like my second home. I 
was enjoying my work with the girls, the staffs and the 
whole PLCC team including the parents. I thought I can still 
serve while in PLCC but the call to religious life was strong 
enough to free me to step into the unknown and begin new 
life with the Franciscan missionary sisters for Africa, which 
is now my home.

We often speak of this experience of blessing as an 
invitation or calling to serve in a particular way; I enjoyed 
and loved working with PLCC, and is still part of me. I 
remember when I started working in PLCC, I was still very 
inexperienced. It is here that I learnt many new insights and 
lived real life experiences that have helped me to become 
strong religious woman in the field where I am serving the 
people of God whom He has entrusted to me to bring His 
reign here on earth.

Thank you so much management staff of PLCC for the good 
work you are doing to empower the people, and especially 
to  the reach the marginalized young girl-child to become 
literate, informed, discover themselves, use their abilities 
to reach their potential to decide for themselves and to 
become educators and influencers in the society.

        God bless PLCC  
          Leonidah Nyechero Mokua

GOD CALLING FOR SPECIAL ROLE
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WISHES FROM THE CHILDREN
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I wish I could help PLCC when I grow up
I wish I could be an engineer

I wish my sister could come to PLCC
I wish my mother could come to visit me

I wish I could be a lawyer
I wish we could have our own house

I wish God could heal my grandmother
      I wish I could build a house for my 

mother
I wish God could heal my mother

I wish I could be a banker

I wish I could leave Kenya

I wish I could help my parents back at home

I wish I could go to a national school

I wish I could be a good person in life

I wish I could be number one in class

I wish I could drive a car when I grow up

I wish I could be an engineer

I wish God could heal our baby at home
I wish I could go to IndiaI wish I could drive a carI wish I could work in a hospitality IndustryI wish I could go to AngolaI wish I could see my motherI wish I could be a dancerI wish I could swimI wish I could visit teacher Lea
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